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A vag abond Song 
by 

Bliss Carmen 

There is something in the Autumn that is native to my blood 
Touch of manner, hint of mood j 
Ahd my heart is like a rhyme, 

With the yellow and the purple and the crimson keeping time. 
The scarlet of the maples can shake me like a cry 
^f bugles going by. 

And my lonely spirit thrills 

To see the frosty asters like smoke upon the hills. 

There is something in October sets the gypsy blood astir; 

We must rise and follow her. 

When from every hill of flame 

She calls and calls each vagabond by name. 



Submitted by Lydia Hamilton. 
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Welcome to all the members, and thank you for your prompt res¬ 
ponse regarding payment of fees. We hope you will take ah active 
zealous interest in the growth and development of the club and 
the Conservation -Preservation policies which it fosters. 

Exchange rates on cheques can amount to a considerable sum when 
large numbers are involoved- would members be so kind as to 
include this item when indicated? 

v< ould Junior members please send their membership fees to 
Mr. George Meyers, 21 Summit Ave., Apt. 207 , Hamilton. 

AUDUBON Screen Tour tickets may be procured from Mr. R. Challis 
L , DClairmont Court, Burlington.Consult your green sheets for 
deta ils.(3140 Clairmont Court). 

Two changes to be made on the green sheets on the General meet¬ 
ings programme. 

December 7 Mr. Eric Bastin will present 11 A Look at Trees ". 
February 8 Mr. Jack Carey will present , on film, his trip to 
Florida; . 




POISON IN THE BACK YARD 


A woman in Cleveland, Ohio , tending her plants, had bitten 
into the stalk of the dieffenbachia plants . Her tongue and mouth 
became so painfully swollen that she could scarcely speak or swallow,, 
and had difficulty explaining to her doctor her problem. Ohe 
immediately spat out the burning juices and pulp, but it still 
required seven days of treatment and Baby-food diet to effect 
a cure. 

Dumb Cane as it is commonly called, contains needle-like 
crystals of Calcium oxalate that become embedded in the tissues 
of the mouth and tongue, causing swelling, r nd possibly asphyxia. 

Does it surprise you to discover there are poisonous plants 
in your living- room? There are 700 or more of them. Many children 
fall victim to this type of poj soning while parents innocently 
watch. 


The following are some common poisonous plants. 


HOUSE 

?nms 

HYACINTH 

NARCISSUS 

DAFFODIL 

TOXIC PART 
bulbs 

SYMPTOMS 

Nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea. May be fatal. 

OLEANDER 

D IEFFENb: JJCHIA 
ELEPHANT EAR. 

Leaves, branches 

Extremely poisonous 
Affects the heart, 
causes digestive upset. 

ROSARY PEA 

CASTOR BEAN 

Seeds 

Fatal. Death by one pea. 
One or two castor beans . 

FLOWER GARDEN PLANTS. 


LARKSPUR 

Young plant 

Seeds 

Digestive upset, nervous 
excitement, depression. 
Mhy be fatal. 

MONKSHOOD 

Fleshy roots 

Digestive upset and 
and nervous excitement. 

AUTUMN CROCUS 

S TAR-of-BETHLEHEM 

Bulbs 

Vomiting and nervous o 
excitement. 

L TLI-of-the-VALLEY 

Leaves and 
flowers 

Irregular heart beat and 
pulse, usually with 
digestive upset and 
mental confusion. 

IRIS 

Underground 
stems. 

Severe, but not usually 
serious digestive upset. 
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COMMON POISONOUS 

PLANTS ( con t'd) 


PLANT 

TOXIC PART 

SYMPTOMS 

FOXGLOVE 

Leaves 

One of the sources of the drug^ 
DIGITALIS, used to stimulate 
heart action. In large amounts 
the active principles cause dan- 
erously irregular heartbeat and 
pulse,, usually digestive upset 
and mental confusion. May be ■ 
fatal. 

BLEEDING HEART 

( DUTCHMAN'S BREECHES) FOLLAGE 

ROOTS 

May be poisonous in large r 
amounts. Has proved fatal to 
cattle. 

VEGETABLE GARDEN PLANTS 

RHUBARb- 

Leaf parts 

Fatal. Large amounts of raw 
or cooked leaves can . 
cause convulsions, coma, 
followed rapidly by death. 


ORNAMENTAL PLANTS 


DAPHNE 

b erries 

Fatal. A few berries can 
kill a child. 

LISTERIA 

Seeds, 

Pods 

^ild to severe digestive upset. 
Many children are poisoned by 
this plant. 

GOLDEN CHiUN 

Bean-like capsules Severe poisoning, 
in which the seeds Excitement ,staggering 
are suspended. convulsions and coma. 

May be fatal. 

LAURELS 

RHODODENDRON 

AZALEAS’ 

All parts 

Fatal. Produces nausea 
and vomi ting, depression, 
difficult breathing, 
prostration and coma. 

JESSAMINE 

Berries 

Digestive disturbance 
and nervous symptons. 

X ED iv / 

Berries 

Foliage 

Fatal. Foliage more toxic 
than.berries. Death is 
usually sudden without 
warning symptons. 



COMMON POISONOUS PLANTS(coni'd) 


PLANT 

TOXIC PART 

SYMPTOMS 

LANTANA CAMARA 

Green erries 

Fatal. Affects lungs. 

(Red sage) 

TREES. AND SHRUBS 

kidneys, heart and 
nervous system. 

G rows in the south 
of U.S.A. and in 
moderate climates. 

WILD and CULTIVATED 

Twigs and foliage 

Fatal. Contains a com¬ 

CHERRIES 


pound that releases 
cyanide when eaten. 
Gasping, excitement 
and prostration are 



common symptons that 
often appear within 



minutes. 

OAK'S : 

Foliage 

Affects kidneys 


Acorns 

gradually. Symptons 
appear only after 
several days. Large 
amounts required. 
Children should not be 
allowed to chew on 

acorns. 

ELDERBERRY 

All parts, 



espec ially roots. 

Pith stems used by 
children for Blew 
guns have caused 
poisoning.Nausea 
and digestive upset. 

nLACK LOCUST 

B ark 

Chewing the bark 


sprouts 

and seeds has caused 


foliage 

nausea, weakness 
and depression. 


ANTI-POLLUTION RESTORES FISH 
Thames River , England. 

» Fish are swimming beneath London's Tower Bridge for the first 
time in 50 years. City officials believe that in 10 years the 
Thames may once again be a silver salmon stream. A century ago 
there were so many salmon, people were refusing to eat it, - 
pollution drove them away.Anti-pollution laws have restored the 
purity of the water and the fish are returning." 



Labor Day Weekend at The Bruce 


It was mid -morning when we left the nruce Peninsula Information 
xsooth in Wiarton, the G ateway to the n ruce. The young girl in 
the booth w as both helpful and agreeable, engaging rooms for us at 
Tobermoiy^ giving us a ma p of the district and marking a route for us 

We had spent Friday night at the Coronation Motel in Wiarton. 

It was clean and ade quate, but not outstanding in any way. The Ar¬ 
lington H otel had served us a grand breakfast, filled Evelyn Morris' 
thermos with coffee for free, and we were ready to roll. 

Off we started on Highway # 6. The day was cool, clear and windy, 
a true Fall day. Shortly after leaving tow n, old hawk-eye, Adeline 
Bowland, spotted the oruce Trail blazes. Out we piled, walked down 
a well -raked private drive, to a handsome house overlooking Colpoy 
Bay, across a com er of their lawn and into the woods. The walking 
on the trail was very easy and woods quiet and peaceful out of the wind 
Along the trail were wild flowers , wh ite mallow and bouncing oetty, 
among others, and many fungi. The only birds we saw were . Cedar 
wax wings. 

Back to the car, then off the ma in road on to the shore road 
along Colpoy nay. The water of the bay was as blue as the water off 
the Florida Keys. Where it was shallow it was the same jade green. 

We cut inland on secondary roads to Cape Croker going through woods, 
passing cattle farms and finished; - up at Hope Bay, wherp we had a 
picnic on the beach. The view of the cliffs on either side of the bay 
was lovely . Evelyn was the first to spot a Ladies Tresses in the long 
grass. It was a beautiful specimen. Soon all three of us were calling . 
"Here's another, here's another". Although Latthews says Ladies 
Tresses grow in marshy sites, it was definitely dry and sandy there. 

Then it was on to Barrows nay and Lion's Head, stopping every 
few minutes to admire the ferns, the trees, the rocky fomjations 
and to listen for birds. Every time we turned tow ards Georgian Bay 
we exclaimed at how blue and sparkling the water was. One place where 
we stopped there were ten phoebes playing around. Then suddenly one 
blue bird flitted past.The next thrill was a huge bed of goldenrod, 
purple and white asters and Joe-Pye weed growing in the ditch. A ll 
were of the most intense coloring. In the background among some bushes 
was one lone spike of Cardinal Flower. Our first but by no means our 
last. 

It was 5.15p.m. when we pulled into the Grand View Motel at 
Tobermory. 10.00a.m. to 5jl5 p m. to go from Wiarton tc the tip of 
The Bruce, That must be some kind of a record. 

One could not want a better place to stay than the Grand View. 

It is attractive,comfortable and clean. There is a dining room . 
attached and the food is simple and good. It Iso sandwitches to take 
out. 

Sunday morning we drove over to The Big Tub which reminde d 
me of a Norwegian fi ord in miniature. The weather was much warmer 
than on Saturday., and no wind.From the lighthouse we could see : . 
Flower Pot Island, - unfortunately the "flower pots were on the other 
side of the island. It was on the Point that we ran into " confusing 
Fall warblers" . We definitely identified a Black-throated Green and 
there was no mistaking a pair of Redstarts. White oreasted Nuthatches 
were busily hunting insects and other delicacies in the nearby trees 
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Labor Day week-end in The Bruce ( continued) 

in the nearby trees while othees were "honking" in the distance. 

A family of three young Red Squirrels was playing in a Balm-of-Gilead, 
their white eyerings emphasizing an un-squirrel- like innocence. 

All through the woods there were mushrooms. 

H opkins r! ay was our next destination. Jqst before reaching 
the bay on the right hand side of the road , was a pond.. The roadside 
at that point was full of Fringed Gentians, just masses of them. 

There was also G rass-of- Parnassus. It was there that we saw our 
first Painted Cup, A real first for me. 

Where the road branches to right and left , there is an¬ 
other pond.Evelyn spotted Pitcher plants there. They were in vari¬ 
ous stages of development. 

We turned down the. right hand road and had lun ch on the flat 
rocks overlooking Lake Huron. While we ate”Palm Warblers, wagging 
their tails, flitted around in the low bushes,. Overhead, some 
hawks flew lazily, ir aguol'y identified as Shaipshinned Hawks. 

The difference in the two sides of the Bruce is almost un¬ 
believable. High rocky cliffs along the Georgian Bay side, - flat 
rocks and beaches along Lake Micron, and open rolling grazing .. 
aountry down the middle of the peninsula. 

Huge stands of Cardinal flower at Hopkins Point, still lovely 
though past its prime, sent us into ecstasies. 

Driving back to the main road we passed a plowed field where 
Herring and Sing-billed Gulls had congregated along with a flock of 
Killdeer and~a few Upland Plover. 

From Hopkins Bay we went to Dorcas bay,- a fascinating 
terrain , with ditches on both side of the roads, reminiscent 
of some of the r lorida roads. We turned into the Dorcas Bay Nature 
Reserve. Unfortunately it was full of holiday week-enders, outside 
the gates of the Reserve. After the: peaceful solitudes 1 ■< 

we had been in, we could not take it and we left hastily. 

On #6 Highway between the Dorcas Bay an.4 H.pk’ind'Bay read, 
on our way back to Tobermory we found a flock of twelve or more 
Blue oirds. They were sitting on the telephone wir es and the 
fences , flitting around gayly from tree to bush. What a thrill i 
We could hardly tear ourselves away. We saw them again on cur way 
back on the other side of the road. 

Our next stop was the Shivas' delightful cottage at Johnson 
Bay .Walking on their Nature Trails sent my poor non-botanical 
head reeling with the many fascinating plants growing there, and 
would require a separate article. The Hcndrys from Galt and I 
retired to a sunny wall by the house and played with.a very tame 
and very fre sh pair of Chipmunks. 

•Following Mrs. Shivas' explicit instructions, we found a 
stand of White Turtle Head and more Cardinal Blower, on the old 
Tobermory road which we followed to Pikes Bay where we had lunch 
and a last lingering glimpse .-Of -Fringed Gentian, Painted Cup and 
Ladies Tresses. Vie flushed grouse and saw a Pheasant along a back 
road - 

Sunday afternoon we had remarked that we had not seen any 
Robins. Shortly afterwards we saw a pair. On Monday a large flock 
cavorted past. 

We were soon back in Wiarton, where we had to say G 0 od-bye 
to the Bruce - unique peninsula.- and a perfect ^abor Day weekend. 

Lydia Hamilton. 




New Books for Olub Members 
at the Hamilton lijublic? Library • 
by Annie J. Hunt 


In People of the Forest H .ans Lidman, a well-known Swedish 
Naturalist and superb photographer, tells, in picture and text, 
of the inhabitants of a primeval Scandinavian wood. The book . 
opens at the midwinter season and closes the next summer. Over 
one hundred brilliant black and white photographs portray the 
moods of the forest and record the forces of Nature at work.. 

The poetic descriptions in words vividly capture the wild spirit 
of the animal world in this environment and complements this 
extraordinary collection of pictures. This is a Nature book of 
stark beauty not of scientific analysis. 

Martha Reben in A Sharing of Joy writes a true story of the 
woodland creatures she met in the Adirondack Mountains. 

Because of her T uberculosis she decided to live outdoors one 
summer at Saranac Lake. She stayed ten years and jound a cure 
and a new life close to Nature. In this enchanting book she tells 
of her friends- Rufus the mischievous Raccoon: an owl named Wee 
Willie 'Winkie': Midge and Kite, two youg sparrows; Carrots, .the 
Red Squirrel and many others with whom she found kinship. Nature 
lovers will enjoy sharing these joyous tales. 

"Ulendo" means "journey" in Chiny anja, a language spoken 
in Nyasaland, Africa, where A F Carr, the distinguished Natural¬ 
ist has been " on ulendo" three times. He has called his latest 
book Ulendo . In it he records in dramatic fashion his exciting 
ADVENTURES IN Africa w ith the people and the wild animals. This 
is both an entertaining travel book and informative Nature book. 

It includes photographs. 

Papua Beasts and Men by Father Andre' Dupeyrat contains his 
fascinating personal reminiscences of the strange animal life 
he saw while a missionary in New Guinea. His fabulous experiences 
there make worthwhile reading. 

W /f 'B. Turrill offers a well-written biography for both botany 
and gardening enthusiasts in his book J oseph Dalton Hooker, Bot ¬ 
anist, explorer, and administrator . 

It belongs to the excellent series " British men of Science " 
which provides short,authoritative texts on scientific achievement. 
J.D. Hooker was Assistant Director and then Director of the Royal 
o otanic Gardens, Kew for thirty years. He lived from 1817 to 
1911. This illustrated volume outlines his life and work including 
his travels, his botanical explorations, his research work, his 
friendship with Darwin and his contributions to Kew Gardens. 

There is a useful bibliography included. Also on the shelves 
of the.Arts and Science department by the same author, W.B. Turrill, 
is the absorbing book, The Royal Botanic Gardens. Kew. past and 
p resent . 


Eighty Water birds and birds of Prey by S.L. Thompson is for 
beginners in identification also. 
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New Books for Club Members ( cont'd ) 

Naming the Birds at a glance by Lou Blachly and Randolph Jenks 
presents a new system of identifying birds, it is a pictorial 
guide to the Eastern land birds from South Carolina West to the 
Rocky Mountains and North to the Arctic. 

Eighty Water birds and Birds of Prey by S.L. Thompson is for 
beginners in identification also. 


. 


NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY TRIP to SPOOKY HOLLOW 
by Jan Bradshaw 

The first Fall Hamilton Naturalist Club outing this year was 
a Nature Photography trip to Spooky Hollow on Sunday September^. 
Mr. Clarence Smith who led the thirteen people did an outstand¬ 
ing job of helping, and showing the way to take Nature pictures 
with what we hope will be great results. H e -was helped by Mrs. 
Smith and Mr. John Giles. This combination made a very exciting 
trip out cf it. There should be some lovely slides, especially 
of the Fringed Gentian(Ge ntiana Crinita) and Ladies Tresses 
(Spiranthes Romanzoffiana). After a couple of hours of working 
along the edge of the woods, we had a short break for lunch along 
Fisher's Creek. 

Then we headed slowly along the Landon Trail towards the 
sand dunes. At the beginning of the trail we heard cries from 
Blue Jays, and a call that resembled a Baltimore Oriole 
There were many spe cies, in various stages,oL w ildflowers 
ferns, mushrooms, fungi, and club mosses. Some of these were 
Tall Lob elia ( Lobelia Siph ilitica), Ind ian Pipe, ( Monotropa 
uniflora),C oral root ( Corallorhiza- odontorhiza), Ground nut 
(.Apios ' amePicana), Beech drops (Epifagus virginiana),Trailing 
Stra wberry (Euon ymus obovatus) Partridge, berry ( Mitchella re¬ 
pens), White baneberry ( wctaea alba), Turtlehead(Chelone glabra) 
Jewel weed (Impatiens biflora), leaves of Rattle snake ^lantain 
(G oodyera p ubescens ), many ferns, a variety of mushrooms like 
the Destroying Angel (Amanita virosa) ,the puffball(Gasteromy- 
cetes) , the Earth-StarlG eastrum Triplex ),( in_its dried stage) 
British Grenadiers,Coral fungus (Clavaria flava),and many others. 
It was a beautiful warm day and it would have inspired anyone 
to learn how, and to love to take Nature photographs, l am sure 
everyone got as much out of it as I did. 


It requires two blossoms to form the berry of the Partridge berry, 
and one can see the two eyes where the ovaries have fused. 

I wish to add my wox*d of appreciation to our three leaders on 
this hike- I am much w iser both in photography and in botany 
than when I started. Mr. Smith showed us a small plant of the 
Linear Sundew which he planted there and which has taken "hold". 




LIVING WITH LARVAE 
The Monarch (.Banaus plexippus) 

To study a living organ ism not only enlightens but many times 
sparks a genuine feeling of affection. 

I recently nurtured four larvae of the Monarch Butterfly . 
(Danaus plexippus, Linnaeus) and they inspired me w ith many phil¬ 
osophical musings- they knew exactly why they were here- they were 
untutored masters of their craft, they completed their purpose 
with absolute perfection, barring such accidents as parasitism 
w hich is beyond their control. The most they can do in self def¬ 
ense is to appear fearsome by kicking their heels menacingly- 
a gesture completely lost on the aphids, and rather difficult to 
perform when hanging upside down. 

Each one of these four caterpillars performed exactly the same 
routine but each in a highly individualistic way and I regarded 
them as entities to be respected. 

They were in no way used for Scientific research, but kept 
purely for the aesthetic pleasure derived from watching them. 

They were never handled or manipulated but allowed to pursue their 
activities unhindered. The tissues and epidermal covering of the 
Caterpillar impressed me as being extremely sensitive and delicate. 
When one of the larvae was hanging helplessly upside down at the 
beginning of its chrysalis stage, an aphid chose this moment to 
crawl over the chrysalis' posterior end- stimulating an immediate 
response from the chrysalis which curled its' head and thorax 
towards its' posterior end . The aphid fortunately soon wandered 
off. 

The first larva , although not recognized by me, did net grow 
to the normal size, but it was tho only one that I saw eat its' 
moulted skin ( at no time, however, did I witness the actual moult, 
although I noticed that they went into a rest period before each 
moult).Early one merning I saw the crumpl ed, cast off skin lying 
at its' posterior end$ after a few quiet moments it turned around 
and proceeded to munch away , filaments quivering as if charged 
with emotion, not produced on any other occasion. 

It was this first little larva that taught me how to inter¬ 
pret its sudden disinterest in food , and its restless, wandering, 
searching, and exploring of leaves and stems with concentrated 
purpose. After making its momentous selection for a suitable site 
on which to attach its' chrysalis,ilUstretched out along the stem 
and commenced a rythmic sw aying of its 1 hea.d from side to side 
laying down invisi ble silk threads to form a tiny silk pad, 
occasionally vigorously punching it with its' tiny pointed front 
feet.This it continued to do tirelessly for several houps, then 
when, satisfied with the results of its labours, it turned around 
so that it straddled the silk pad with its' hind prole gs add 
rested .Direc ted by some inner wisdom, it finally raised the tw.-o 
anal prolegs and with some manoeuvring^ pressed them into the silk 
pad, and waited. For an hour or more, it pressed its 1 prclegs 
well and firmly into the silk pad, then waited- unhurried patience 
was a marked characteristic. Finally , very cauticusly it released 
one pair of abdominal prolegs, then afger about fifteen minutes 
another pair, and so on until finally the whole body swung down 
to hang motionless for about twenty hours, „• according to my 
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Kiving with Larvae ( cart'd) 

to my observations. My little larva worked hard and long and 
seemed to wear a trusting beatific expression as it entered this 
period of waiting, little knowing that it would never emerge as 
a butterfly- it had been parasitised, and 1 suppose a reason for 
its small size. 

My interest in the following three larvae was less romantic 
but very rewarding. Judging by the size of the two larvae I had 
found, they appeared to be half grown; on the same day, a tiny 
speck on a Milk weed leaf I had picked, when examined under a 
hand lens was discovered to be a newly hatched larva- so tiny, 
its 1 filaments were mere black specks. This particular stock of 
Milk weed remained fresh and crisp for the remaining two weeks 
and provided the larva with all the nourishment it needed. 1 had 
found that most of the Milk weed I picked soon wilted. This small 
speck of a caterpillar proceeded forthwith to behave exactly as 
its larger counterparts and the black dots on its 1 head grew vis¬ 
ibly from day to day. It was amusing to see this diminutive creature 
freeze into its protective pose when I peered too closely through 
my hand lens.I always felt like apologising for intruding upon 
its privacy.lt ate and rested alternately, - but only once did 
1 see its' moulted skin. While it ate and grew, the other two 
mature caterpillars had gone into the chrysalis state. 

There was twenty-four hours difference in age between these two. 
The first one had hung motionless for about twenty hours, then 
with a slightly shuddering movement commenced to stretch and 
relax, with increasing vigor and force. It appeared as if the 
organism within the "caterpillar case" was striving with fierce 
determination to burst through its unyielding boundaries. This 
state of agitated stress and strain continued from 2.30 p.m. until 
5.30 p.m. when finally the convulsive movements subsided into a 
rythmic motion of the abdominal segments.lt was always at this 
stage that alerted one to watch for the emergence of the green 
pupa as the old skin split at the back of the head and thorax. 

With this particular pupa, the same verve and dynamism’prevailed 
as with about three vigorous contortions it threw 1 off the old 
skin , simultaneously ejecting the black cremaster and fastening 
it to the silk pad, continuing its gyrations unabated. 

Words cannot describe the tension and drama of that moment when 
the pupa, sightless and unguided, leaped with unerring accuracy 
for its' point of attachment, for survival itself.And with what 
sublime self-confidence it concluded the entire drama while utterly 
vulnerable. The soft lustrous green pupa hanging exposed, must now 
draw itself together , somewhat like a bellows, which it did with 
little shimmering, quivering movements, until the abdomen had 
folded into the dome-like shape we know, the wings and thorax 
hanging head down. Net until the next day, was I able t~ detect 
the shining metallic lustre of the gold knobs, and marvel at the 
jade-like oelicately veined pupa pendant among the leaves, a 
lovely jewel to be discarded and abandoned in less than two weeks. 
Thus it hung still and green until about the 11th. day it had 
turned very dark, and orange markings showed through the lower 
part. One of Nature's masterpieces was about to emerge.On the 
12th. day, at about 8.00 a.m., the pupal case merely separated 



- 28- 


Living with Larva ( concluded) 

along invis ible seams called 11 fracture lines 11 , commencing at 
the bottom and yielding to the pressure of the butterfly as it 
s lowly e merged head first , then antennae, the thorax, wings 
and finally the entire body all folded together, - confidently 
the butterfly sought a foothold with its 1 delicate filamentous 
feet and thus revealing the true purpose of the decorative gold 
knobs and the diadem-like circlet of gold knobs arcund the top 
of the pupa. To these it clung for many hours, a whole day in one _ 
case. Expansion of the wings took place almost imperceptably 
but the actual maiden flight was something I never did witness 
for in two cases the butterfly had already gone from my open 
door and in the third case it was still resting at 4*30 p.m. when 
I placed it among a bower of wildflowers to seek its' own destiny. 

A.Bcwland. 


COMING EVE N TS.'* 


OCTOBER 1st. Thursday at 8.00 p.m. Westdale Collegiate 50 cents 
Wild Life and Mature Film Club - opening night. 
PROGRAMME : 


The Bird Watchers- by Joe Hill ( water-birds) 

They Live by the Water- by John Carey 
Winter Bird Hike - by John Carey. 

Disney Land - by Jack Ruddell 

The World is our - by Helene Webb-Smith 
Classroom ( children conduct their own Nature 
Forum) 

February in Trinidad - by V. Petrulis. 

An interesting variety of material - some of the names, if not 
all, will be familiar to cur Club members . Need more be said? 

Mr. John Carey has filmed the stages of the life of the Monarch 
Butterfly, except for the migration clustering - Anyone who 
knows of an area where such assemblies are taking place , 
please call Mr. Carey immediately- at work Ja 8-2511 Local 2320 
or at heme N e 7-302 5.-» 

OCTOBER 14- Monthly meeting at which Norman Orbell will present 
Luther Marsh to us , with discussion.- and film. 

OCTOBER 9- Aud ubon Screen tour- Island Treasure Mr. Walter 
Breken ridge. 
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T HANKSGIVlNG WEEKEND 

To be held at Arc when Pines in the heart cf Algonquin Park 
on Little Joe Lake . 

Transportation by bus $10.00 return fare- leaving H amilton 
bus terminal 6.00 p.m. Friday October 9 and retu ming from 
the Lodge u ctober l 2 3.00 p.m. 

$30.00 covers cost cf meals, accommodation and use of canoes. 
There are . Camp director and expert leaders in all branches of 
Natural history. 


"Algcnquin Park supports the most southerly permanent population 
of Timber wolves remaining in Eastern North America. Today the, 
the Timber wolf is a vanishing animal; it is suffering from cen¬ 
turies of human prejudice. 

" I was bom in wolf country and during later life had frequ¬ 
ently wandered through it, 11 remarked Russell Rutter . "Suddenly 
it dawned on me that if 1 were ever to hear a wolf howl, I would 
have to start Listening at once. So Abbott and I decided to combine 
our Bird-watching and bird-banding with wolf-listening." 

"Since the home territory of a wolf pack may be 25 miles across 
it is never certain where the wolves will turn up. Although the 
Timber ■ or "gray" wolf has been the subject of more fables and 
nonsense than any other animal, those widely published "fearful 
laments", "dismal howls","gruesome cries", and similiar descriptions 
on a stark hilltop during a sub-zero night are all fiction. So are 
tales of "fearful" baying when on the trail of prey. Indeed, one of 
the problems confronting the Huntsville wolf-listeners, has been 
the general silence of the wolf.But the listeners have arrived at 
some conclusions : even though within easy range, wolf voices 
can be heard only about one minute but of 24 hours. H owever, 
wolves appear to be the only large mammals that sing - raise their 
voices in loud, sustained sound, for no apparent reason other than 
their own enjoyment. Always this singihgjis a group effort; a lone 
wolf howls for another purpose. 

Wolves usually hunt at night and rest during the daytime. In 
the evening they prepare for the hunt. The pack gets together for a 
friendly session of sniffing and tail-wagging. Then one of its 
members raises his muzzle and howls, "nother joins in at a different 
pitch then another and ano ther. For 15 or 20 seconds their wild 
harmony rolls over.the surrounding territory, to delight or terrify, 
depending on the mental response of the listener. This is appar¬ 
ently a song rather than a hunting call, for wolves often return 
in the morning and go through the whole ceremi ony again before sett¬ 
ling down for the day. The Huntsville wolf-listeners declare it is 
their vespers and their matins to the only friend they know, the 
11 Great Spirit "of the “ildemess. 

Adverjtures 

among 

ANIMALS BY HUGH M. HALLIDAY 

Published by permission of 
Thomas Allen, Limited; 
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JUi iOll CLUB i-F .b 


m!.i T 7 ,,JOY/.i^L"’' MEETING 


September 19th proved to be s very enjoyable night for junior 
members. Mr. George Meyers gave an accurate account of North 
America's "Life Zones." He especially concentrated on the three 
zones in Southern Ontario, which are the Carclinion, Transition 
and Canadian. Junior members were more than eager to point out 
what plants and animals tended to centre in each zone. 

After the discussion on "Life Zones", at the request of a junior 
member, Mr. Meyers pointed out the system of the classification 
of the plant and animal kingdoms. 

After an enjoyable meeting, the discussion ended at 9:25 pm. 

Lorraine Preston, 

Secretary 


COPY OF LETTER I DDftEtSED TO JUNIORS 


September 196/*. 


Dear Juniors: 

Once again the senior members of the Hamilton Naturalists' club 
are looking forward to being entertained by the Junior Club on 
Monday, January 11, 1965. 

In order that the standards of past presentations will be main¬ 
tained and even surpassed, we know that you will want to scon 
start your plans and preparations for this much enjoyed annual 
event. 


Yours truly, 

Lois ’ vans, 

SECRETARY, 

Hamilton Naturalists' Club 


Every member has seme special talent. Therefore if each person gives 
a short talk to the Junior club on his special interest, be it. 
rocks and minerals, fossils, weather, photogrrphy, reptiles, birds, 
etc., we shall be prepared to give a fine show to the senior club 
in January. 
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COMiNG EVENTS 


Meetings are in Clubroom 11 of the Youth Centre, YMCA, James St. 
South, at 7:30 pm on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of every month. 

Saturday, October 3 - Election of officers for 1964-65 
Offices are: (a) President 

(b) Vice-President 

(c) . Secretary 

(d) Records Secretary 

(e) Phoning Chairman 

(f) Representatives for 

those under 14 (2) 

If time allows, we shall have a display of the snakes of Ontario. 

Saturday, October 1? - Field trip to see bird-banding being 

carried out by Mr. J. B. Miles and Dr, E. R. 
Dinniwell. Meet at the Marion Avenue entrance 
tc the botanical Gardens (Children's garden) 
at 9:00 am. Lunch not necessary (unless you 
get hungry quickly) since trip will probably 
net last past noon. 

Saturday, October 17 - 7:30 pm Meeting 

Mr. Eric Bishop will present his very exciting slide lecture 
on "The African Fauna of the Nile Valley". Don't miss this one! 

If there are any questions, contact Mr. George Meyers at 389-4200. 

«• a * n 

SOME 0HSEitV»TI0NS FROM THE NOTEBOOK OF GEORGE MEYERS 

1. E. a, S. Logier states in "The Reptiles of Ontario", 1939, 
that the Red-oellied Snake. - Storeria occipitomaculata enjoys 
a wide range in Ontario but is not common in the south-west of 
Ontario. This is borne cut by the f act that it is net present in 
western Ohio, eastern Indiana and extreme southern Michigan, at 
the Junior club meeting of September 19, the Eddy brothers brought 
one which they had found under a log in ancaster. Me recall 
having seen one in King's forest in the early 1950's. 

2. Gray Fox - Urocyon cinereoargenteus 

At dusk on an evening in July, 1964 (we forget the exact data) 
while heading south on the read from Grimsby Beach, we 
spotted in the beam of our headlights a medium-sized mammal 
whidh we first thought was a cat sitting in the middle of the 
intersection of this road with the east-west read immediately 
north of the north Grimsby township dump. The mammal trotted 
to the hawthorns lining the road and we saw that it was a 
slim fox. It had a gray back and head, harlequin facial 
pattern, rusty feet and belly, and a black stripe down 
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the top of the tail which was also tipped with black. 

3. Coyote - Canis latrans - we Haw a young of the year - wooly, 
Gray-Buff, black tipped tail - slightly larger than a red fox - 
south-east of Vineland in Northern Welland county in August of 
1963. 

4. Chellbark Hickory - Caryalaciniosa 

ue found several specimans in a swampy woodlot, composed mainly 
of Pin Oak, Swamp White Oak, American Elm, Sycamore, Button 
Bush and Poison Ivy, at Chippawa opposite the south end of Navy 
Island (Welland County). The only resemblance this tree has to 
the very common Shagbark Hickory ( Cary. ovate. ) is the shaggy 
bark and the large terminal buds with persistant spine-tipped 
bud scales. It differs in. (,a) swampy habitat as opposed to dry 
upland,(b) 7-9 narrow, aromatic leaflets -s opposed to 5, (c) 
green downy beneath, (d) large egg-shaped nuts and (e) gross, 
orange-Yellow twigs 

5. Mockernut Hickory Carya tomentosa - does anyone know where 
we can find one? It's the only Ontario Tree we haven't seen. 

6. Closed or Blind Gentian - Dasystephana sp. 

In August, 1964 we found around two dozen still green specimans 
along a line between the scarp and the talus below Ball's Falls 
Lincoln County. 

7. Dwarf Oak - wuercus prinoides 

In the sand scrub area at the St. Williams Foresty Station 
(Norfolk Co.) where the Prairie Warblers nest, are found many 
shrubby oaks reaching a maximum height of 5 to 6 feet. After 
an exhaustive search of the literature, I find that every 
description of the dwarf oak describes it as resembling a 
miniature Chinquapin Oa k 0, muehlenburgii, whereas these 
shrubs resemble dwarfed swamp oaks Q. bicolor , having obovate, 
shallowly and roundly lobed, leaves. Moreover they have under¬ 
ground runners, something not mentioned in any description of 
W. prinoides 

Therefore we propose that this is a species new to science 
and call it Quercus stolonifera . 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to September 21, 1964 - : 

* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 


Horned Grebe 

Aug. 

13 

4,1 Walker's L.; Lome Park 

George W. North 


Sep. 

20 

4 Lake at Appleby Line 

Clase, North, Westmore 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Sep.l9,20F 

1,1 Lake at Burlington 

G. North, H. Clase 

Common Egret 

Aug. 

19F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Fred Cooke 

Bl.-cr.Night HeronAug. 

20 

10 Bull's Point 

G. W. North 

American Widgeon 

Aug. 

13 F 

2 Bull's Point 

G. V/. North 

Shove ler 

Aug. 

20F 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Fred Cooke 

Redhead 

Sep. 

6F 

1 foot of John Street 

Howard Clase 

Greater Scaup 

Aug. 

23 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

John B. Miles 


Sep. 

19F 

2 Appleby Line 

G. W. North 

Common Goldeneye 

Aug. 

13 

1,2 Walker's L.; 9th Line 

G. W. North 


Buf fie head Aug. 13 

Oldsquaw Aug. 13 

Ruddy Duck Sep. 131 

Red-br. Merganser Sep.19,20 
Sharp-shinnedHawk Sep.2F, 5 


1 Clarkson 

1 Lake at Appleby Line 

2 Dundas Marsh 


G. W. North 
G. W. North 
G. North, R. Westmore 


1,1 Appleby L.; Carroll's Pt.G. North; R. Westmore 
1,5 Bronte; Dundas Marsh R. Curry,A.Thomas;Miles 


Cooper's Hawk Sep.llF,12 2,1 High Level; Bull's Point Westmore; Curry, Clase 
Red-shoulder.Hawk Aug. 9F 1 Aldershot David K. Powell 

nroad-winged Hawk Aug.l5F,17 1,1 Aldershot; Westdale D. K. Powell; H. Clase 
Sep. 5 20 Dundas Marsh John b. Miles 

Sep.11,12 360,41 Aldershot D. & Thelma Powell 


Bald Eagle Aug. 22 1 

Osprey Aug. 19 

Peregrine Falcon Aug. 30F 

Sep. 11 

Pigeon Hawk Aug. 25 

King Rail Aug. 29 

Yellow Rail Aug. 29 

Am. Golden Plover Aug. 15* 

Black-bell.Plover Aug. 15F 

Ruddy Turnstone Sep. 10F 

Upland Plover Aug. 20L 

Solitary SandpiperJuly 4F 

Knot Aug. 13F 

Sep.12,20 

White-r.Sandpiper Sep. 7* 

Baird's Sandpiper Sep. 7* 

Dunlin Sep. 12F 

Hudsonian Godwit Sep. 19,*20 
Sanderling . Aug. 13F 

Wilson's PhalaropeAug.1^*28 
Northern PhalaropeSep.12^19 
Parasitic Jaeger Sep. 19* 

Gt.Black-b. Gull Aug.. 13F 

Screech Owl Aug. 20 


22 1 Ad. Dundas Marsh 


.3 Woodland Cemetery 
1 Woodland Cemetery 
1 High Level bridge 
1 Grassie 

1 Upper end Dundas Marsh 
1 Upper end Dundas Marsh 
1 Cone. 4 Clappison 1 s Cor£ 
16 » " " " 

1 Prince 1 s Point 

1 over City 

2 Upper end Dundas Marsh 

1 Bronte beach 

1.1 N.Shore Dundas Marsh 

2 Bull's Point 
5 Bull's Point 

5 Bull's Point 

1,3 Bronte; Bull's Point 

3 Burlington Beach 

2.1 Dundas Marsh 

1.1 Bull's Pt. ;Stratheame 
1 Bronte 

6 Lake Ontario 

1 Mountain at James St. 
1,1 Dundas; Bull's Point 


Gt. Homed Owl Sep.17,20 1,1 Dundas; Bull's Point 

Common Nighthawk Aug.19,242*,120 Woodland;Mountainside 
Sep. 2 120 Westdale 


David K. Powell 
D. K. Powell; H. Clase 
John b. Miles 
D. & Thelma Powell 
John B. Miles 
Huber Moore 
Eric W. Bast in 
R. A. H. Westmore 
George Meyers 
John B. Miles 
John B. Miles 
.George & Laurel North 

ti ii it 

G. W. North 
G. W. North 
John B. Miles 
George W. North 
Huber Moore 
G. W. North 
G. North, D. Powell 
Clase, Curry, North 
G. North, H. Moore 
G. W. North 
G. North; R. Curry 
Clase,Curry;Westmore 
G. W. North, Westmore 
G. W. North 
Huber Moore 
M. Watson; H. Moore 
Huber Moore 
Howard Clase 
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Red-headed Wdpkr. Sep.12 ,13 1,1 Dundas; V/oodland Gem. Miles, Tilbury; Powell 

Yellcw-b.SapsuckerSep. 12F 1 Upper erid Dundas Marsh J. Miles, Wm. Tilbury 

Eastern Kingbird Sep. 10L 1 Dundas Hydro Station George W. North 

Yellcw-b .Flycatch.Aug. 16F 2 Westdale Park George W. North 

01ive-s.FlycatcherAug.l5|'l6;17 1,1 Aldershot; Valens D. Powell, G.&L. North 
Aug.26,29 1,1 Ancaster; Dundas Marsh R. Westmore; J. Miles 
Bank Swallow Aug. ■ 23L 1 High Level G. W. North 

Rough-wing.SwallowSep. 12L 2 Upper end Dundas Marsh J. Miles, W. Tilbury 

Cliff Swallow Sep. 12L 2 Upper end Dundas Marsh J. Miles, W. Tilbury 

Purple Martin July 26 33 Hamilton Beach Huber Moore 

Aug. 22L 1 Hamilton Cemetery G. W. North 

Tufted Titmouse Sep. 16 4 Watson's Lane, Dundas Mabel Watson 

Red-br. Nuthatch Sep.2F, 6 1,1 Ancaster; Woodland Cem. R. Westmore; D. Powell 
Winter Wren Sep. 15F 1 Mountainside, Prospect St. Huber Moore 

Carolina Wren Sep. 6 1 Hwy. 102 & Spencer Ck. John B. Miles 

Short-b.MarshWren July 19* 1 Barton St. & Lake Ave. Huber Moore 

Swainson's Thrush Aug.16^20 1,1 Westdale Park H. Moore; Howard Clase 

Gray-cheeked ThrushSep. 12F 1,1 V/oodland, Bull's Point Robert Curry 
Bl.-g.Gnatcatcher Sep. 13L .1 Bull's Point A.V. Mason, R. Curry 

Golden-cr.Kinglet Sep. 12F 1 Woodland Cemetery G. North, R. Curry 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet Sep. 12F 1,2 Dundas; Woodland Cem. Miles, Tilbury; North 

Water Pipit Sep. 2F 2 Bay at Canal Huber Moore 

Cedar Waxwing Sep. 12 YON Bull's Point R. Westmore, G. ^orth 

Solitary Vireo Sep. 19F 1 Hamilton Cemetery George & Laurel North 

Red-eyed Vireo Aug. 19F 15 Woodland Cemetery Huber Moore 

Philadelphia VireoAug .221523 1,1 Aldershot; Spencer Creek D. K. Powell; J. B. Miles 
Bl.-&wh.Warbler Aug. 12F 1 Bull's Lane Huber Moore 

Golden-w. Warbler Aug. 13F ^.6 2,1 Bull's Pt.; Westdale Pk. G. North; H. Moore 

Aug.18,19 1,1 Ancaster; Westdale Pk. R. Curry; Fred Cooke 

Aug. 23L 1,1 Spencer Ck.; V/oodland C. J. B. Miles; R. Curry 
Blue-winged Warbl.Aug. 18L 1 Jerseyville Rd., Ancaster Robert Curry 

Tennessee Warbler Aug. 18F 2 » " " 11 Robert Curry 

Orange-cr.Warbler Sep. 20F 1,1 Charlton Ave.; V/oodland G. North; D. K. Powell 

Nashville Warbler Aug. 23F 1 Spencer Creek at Marsh John B. Miles 

Parula Warbler Sep. 20# 1 Woodland Cemetery David K. Powell 

Yellow Warbler Sep. 6 L 1 Spencer Creek John B. Miles 

Magnolia Warbler Aug.l 6 F,L 8 1,1 Westdale Pk.; Ancaster H. Moore; R. Curry 
Cape May Warbler Sep. 6 f 3 Woodland Cemetery D. K. Powell 

Bl.-th.Blue Warbl.Aug. 23F 1 Westdale Park G. W. North 

Myrtle Warbler Aug. 20F 1 Westdale Park Howard Clase 

Bl.-th.Green V/arb .Aug .19523 1,1 Woodland C.; Spencer Ck. Huber Moore, J. Miles 

Blackburnian Warb. Aug. 16/J23 1,1 Westdale Pk., Woodland H. Moore; D. Powell 

Chestnut-sided W. Aug. 16F 1 Westdale Park Huber Moore 

Bay-breasted WarblAug.l8fl9 1,1 Ancaster; Woodland C. R. Curry; H. Moore 
Palm Warbler Sep.2F, 6 1,3 Ancaster; Dundas Marsh R. Westmore; J. Miles 

La. Waterthrush July 30F 1 Upper end Dundas Marsh George V/. North 

Aug. 9,l6L l&l » » " " John B. Miles 

Hooded Warbler Aug. 1L 1 Tamahaac Club, Ancaster H. Moore, R. Westmore 
Wilson's Warbler Aug. 19EJ24 1,1 Westdale Pk.; Aldershot Fred Cooke; D. Powell 

Canada Warbler Aug. 9F 1 Dundurn St. steps Huber Moore 

Bcbolink Sep. 13L 1,1 V/oodland; Bull's Point D. Powell; G. North 

Rusty Blackbird Sep. 13F 1 Ancaster G. W. North 

Purple Finch Aug. 22F 1 Westdale Park G. W. North 

Slate-colored JuncoSep. 17F 1 Woodland Cemetery G. W. North 

V/hite-thr.Sparrow Sep. 2F 11 Ancaster R. A. H. Westmore 

Lincoln's Sparrow Sep. 20F 1 Woodland Cemetery David K. Powell 
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